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for scholars at an average annual cost of &pound;30 10s. 71d.* The
letter of "A late Local Secretary" (vide THE LANCET, Nov. 1st)
also gives sufficient proof that the Council cannot be warranted
in charging X40 for mere children, who cannot require the aid
of expensive masters. It is no extenuation of the wrong to
proclaim that " eighty" persons are waiting to take advantage
of the recent change. For their consolation be it known, that
many vacancies are likely to occur at Christmas, unless the
rate of admission is reduced, and several masters added to the
school.

Mr. Propert’s generous and kind-hearted appeal in behalf of
our " broken-down brother and orphan" is worthy of the man,
and I trust that we shall continue to sympathize with them;
but let it also be remembered that there is a class in our pro-
fession whose daily avocations are pursued beneath the heaviest
care; whom poets satirize and peasants scorn; who "let con-
cealment, like the worm i’ th’ bud," fret the distracted mind
lest the "cold hand of charity" should mar their progress;
whose worldly wealth is balanced by a crumb; and who, in
case of sickness, are doomed to bear the borrower’s withering
fate. This is the class for whom we all should plead. My
pen can only feebly urge their cause; but still, with friendly
earnestness, I say, create a second Eton if you will, and make
the school tripartite if you wish, but save a place for secret
poverty, and do not filch from one poor man the fondest hope
a father’s heart can have-the sacred wish to educate his child.

I trust you will consider the subject of this letter of sufficient
public interest to occupy a place in the forthcoming number of
your excellent journal, and remain, Sir,

Your obedient servant,
Sebbons-buildings, Islington, Nov. 1856. WM. AN. CATTLIN.WM. AN. CATTLIN.

THE QUEEN’S COLLEGES, IRELAND.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I shall feel much obliged if you will permit me to reply
to some statements contained in the letter of " M.D.," lately
published in THE LANCET.
Having alluded, most unjustly, to the salaries of several

professors and officers of the Queen’s Colleges in Ireland,
the writer dwells particularly on the fact, that the pro-
fessor of anatomy and physiology receives a salary of &pound;200,
"while the four medical ones" receive but &pound;100 each per
annum; next, that " the professor of anatomy is allowed to
charge one-third more for his lectures and demonstrations than
any other professor." " M.D." next remarks, "This does not
seem intelligible, but it is a fact." In this manner he implies
that the professor of anatomy is over-paid, and that the pro-
fessors of medicine, surgery, midwifery, and materia medica
are insufficiently remunerated, and badly treated. Was it not
in the power of the writer to assert his claims to increased re-
muneration without making a number of gross misstatements
in reference to the profits of the chair of anatomy and physio-
logy ? How can his professions of desiring to vindicate the
cause of medical men be reconciled with an attack on the
chair of anatomy, which science is generally acknowledged to
constitute the basis of a medical school ? However, as "M.D." "
has called for an anatomical investigation into the nature of the
case, I will endeavour to explain that which does not seem to
him intelligible, and I invite attention to the following
points :-

lst.-That the fees fixed for anatomy are less than those of
any medical institution in the kingdom.
2nd.-That the professor of anatomy pays out of his fees the

demonstrator of anatomy, and that he has to defray other ex-
penses for his courses of lectures.
3rd.-That the professor of anatomy has to perform duties

more arduous, and of a nature different from other medical
professors.
4th.-That he requires to devote more time and labour; in

fact, the duties of his office absorbing the greater portion of his
time.

5th.-That anatomical pursuits tend to impair the health,
and in some instances lead to the loss of life.
6th.-That a professorship of anatomy does not conduce to

medical practice, but, on the other hand, the cultivator of this
branch has to contend against local prejudice.

7th.&mdash;That the majority of gentlemen who obtained the
other medical chairs were physicians and surgeons who had
been long established in their respective localities before the
foundation of the Queen’s Colleges, and to whom a professor-
ship was an additional source of profit and honour.
* This calculation is made from an average of five years, 1851 to 1855.
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8th.-That as "M.D." attaches much importance to the
circumstance of a professor proceeding from a distance, and
losing his connexions, it is not to be forgotten by him, that the
professors of anatomy and physiology nominated on the opening
of these institutions-viz., Dr. Alcock, Dr. Carlyle, and Dr.
Croker King, had enjoyed distinguished reputations, and had
relinquished lucrative professorships in established schools of
medicine in Dublin.
Some of these matters, which relate to the labours attaching

to a professorship of anatomy, must have been comprehended,
in a certain measure, by those statesmen who arranged the
salaries of the several professors, and yet to " M.D." all this
does not seem intelligible.

Lastly, I undertake to prove that I devote more time and
labour, in my capacity of professor of anatomy and physiology,
than the amount required for the performance of the other four
offices combined.

In conclusion, allow me to observe, that I desire to see the
services of all professors in arts and sciences properly appre-
ciated by those in power, and I should experience much
pleasure at finding the members of the medical profession in
the receipt of honours and rewards proportionate to the im-
portance of their services. When such becomes the state of

things, the writer of the letter, "M.D.," will probably perceive
the professors of anatomical science in every institution re-

ceiving emoluments equal to their toils, anxieties, and labours.
I have the honour to be Sir,

Your obedient, humble servant,
JOSEPH HENRY CORBETT,

. 

Professor of Anatomy and Physiology,
Patrick’s-hill, Cork, Nov. 1856. Queen’s College, Cork.

JOSEPH HENRY CORBETT,
Professor of Anatomy and Physiology,

Queen’s College, Cork.

THE NON-RESIDENT FELLOWS OF THE
COLLEGE OF SURGEONS, EDINBURGH.

DAVID CORBET, M.D.,
Licentiate of Edinburgh College, 1820.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I enclose you a printed note from Mr. Scott, Secretary
to the Edinburgh Royal College of Surgeons, with an abstract
of laws relative to non-resident fellowships. If this is not a
hoax it looks very like one, but, .presuming that no one would
have the hardihood to circulate such documents without
authority, may I trouble you with a few remarks upon them.
Read " The Laws" over carefully and say whether or not
’’ they would be conducive to the interests of the profession and
the public," as ostensibly given out, or only to the pecuniary
benefit of a resident clique. In my opinion, never was
a document issued by any public body which exhibited so

illiberal a spirit; it seems a wretched imitation of the London
College, carefully weeded of every honourable sentiment. The
cloven foot is so manifest that it will defeat itself: "get
money, John-honestly if you can-but get money"; the grant-
ing privileges is a mere pretence. The mere fellows are to have
no voice-not even to be allowed to attend meetings. The
London College, as soon as empowered to do so, selected a
number of its more distinguished members and elected them
fellows, opening the door to others on the payment of oel0 10s.,
allowing equal privileges to all. The Edinburgh College asks
&pound;25, and (tuneatis risum) refuses all privileges. No one would
object to the fellows having the sole control over the old-estab-
lished Widows’ Fund, but this nominal fellowship con-

fers no benefit on the licentiates, and few of them will be dis-
posed to give so large a sum for a mere bauble. What then?
Let a meeting of the College be immediately called; let it be
fully explained what are the privileges the non-resident fellows
are enjoy over the licentiates. Let a number of licentiates-

those who have distinguished themselves in medical literature,
in the advancement of surgical science, or who have achieved
for themselves, in the army and navy, in public or private prac-
tice, honourable positions-be at once elected, and open the
door to others on reasonable terms ; then will the Edinburgh
College be justified in saying, "The object of the College in
adopting this step has been, to extend the basis of their consti-
tution, which they believe will be conducive to the interests of
the profession and the public. ’’-I remain, Sir, yours, &c.,

DAVID CORBET, M.D.,
Orsett Essex, Oct. 1856. Licentiate of Edinburgh College, 1820.

MUNIFICENT ACT.-It having become known to the
Goldsmith’s Company that the income of the Middlesex Hos-
pital was inadequate to its necessary expenditure, the com-

pany, at a recent Court, although previously unconnected with
the hospital, voted &pound;200 in aid of the funds of that useful
charity.


